
BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP IN COSB 

The Council of Schools for the Blind (COSB) is an 
organization whose members are the day and residential 
schools for children who are blind or visually impaired 
throughout North America.  Each member is represented by 
the lead administrator of the school, or her/his designee. 
COSB is a resource for the administrator and the school on 
management issues as well as issues related to blindness.  
 
Membership dues are $500.00.  This income supports the 
following COSB activities: 
 
1. Improving opportunities for persons with visual 

disabilities. 
2. Promoting efficient management of schools for the blind. 
3. Increasing public knowledge about blindness.  
4. Encouraging appropriate options in school placement for 

students with visual disabilities. 
5. Offering an annual COSB Institute in Louisville in 

October.  Topics of discussion during the Institute are 
selected by the members, and constitute the most 
urgent issues among schools for the blind at the current 
time.  Funds provide for guest speakers, underwrite an 
awards banquet, and cover the cost of printing the 
material disseminated at the Institute. 

6. Publishing a journal, entitled Howe’s Now.  All member 
schools receive multiple copies of each issue.  The 
journal is recognized as being a “major avenue” for 
information sharing among schools for the blind. 

7. Providing funds for exhibitions at major conferences  
and awards to honor members. 

8. Representing schools for the blind with governmental 
representatives and organizations on issues that impact 
the schools and the children served.  

9. Supporting member schools in advocacy issues related 
to providing a full continuum of placement alternatives 
for students who are blind or visually impaired. 

10. Advocating for students with multiple disabilities, 
students with varying degrees of vision, and all students 
with visual disabilities who are difficult to categorize. 
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Partners for quality programs and services for 
children who are blind and visually impaired 

 

www.cosb1.org 



The Council of 
Schools for the Blind 
(COSB)  
is a membership 
organization of special 
schools for students who 
are blind or visually 
impaired, including those 
with multiple disabilities.  
The members work 
together as a professional 
learning community to 
improve services to 
students and to promote 
quality educational 

outcomes for all students who are blind or visually impaired 
regardless of where they attend school. 
 

COSB schools educate a diverse population of learners in 

environments that promote the highest academic standards 

as well as meeting the needs of students with significant 

learning challenges.  The schools excel at teaching the 

unique skills that students use to gain independence at the 

same time as their sighted peers.  These skills are referred to 

as the Expanded Core Curriculum and include training in 

Orientation and Mobility, the use of assistive technology and 

many other areas that lead to increased independence and 

interaction in the local community. 

COSB schools provide important leadership in continuous 

improvement of educational outcomes for all students with 

visual impairments in the United States.  In addition to the 

specialized programs on the campuses, some states offer short 

and longer-term program options, outreach services, research, 

Braille production, clearinghouses for instructional materials and 

public information on blindness.  

 

Each COSB school has developed the services necessary to 

be a partner in the continuum of educational opportunities for 

students in the state.   


